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ACUTE ECZEMA (?) IN A HORSE. 
“Tmitation is the sincerest flattery’ an ose 
who desire to show respect to the memory of our By Jxo. B. W. Worstennotmr, F.R.C.V.S., 
late Gracious Queen cannot do better than remember 
that in nothing was her example more beautiful than 
in her constant tender sympathy for those who were 
afflicted. The members of our vrofession are poor 
men but their charity and generosity never fail when 
an appeal is made in a good cause—and what becter 
cause is there than helping the orphan and the widow 
and the incurably injured. 

The short sama by the Secretary of the Victoria |. Febraary 20th, 1900. Off feed somewhat; kept 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund, which will be found on | ‘” stable. ; 
page 424 has a painful and a pleasant side. Painful February 22nd. A rash was noticed on a small 
in its account of suffering and distress; pleasant in | Pottion of the skin of abdomen, which was painful 
that help should have been so usefully and timeously when groomed. ; : 
siven. A widow with six young children was allowed | , February 28r d. Horse drowsy, eating very little 
£1 per month during the past year and writes to say A rash now covers the entire surface of body; at first 
that this little aid “has saved her from utter ruin.” |!¢ appeared as small pimples or papules, which 
What a tragedy is suggested. A dozen subscribers quickly became vesicles and burst. In this manner 
may save another family. The cases related by the | ® sweat-like exudation was present between the fore 
Secretary are all honest and genuine. Careful en- | /¢gs, 2nd beneath the head collar. Temperature 103, 
quiry is made before action is taken and yet no pulse not recorded. So completely is the entire 
precious time is lost. Every Member of the College is | Skin affected that the inner aspect of the external ear 
known to some other Members and so enquiries are | iS involved, together with the skin at the external 
easily made at little or no cost. nares and the eyelids. There is no itching ; on the 

Through Professor Pritchard a little windfall in| ther hand the skin is distinctly painful when 
the shape of £200 has fallen into the fund. A rather | touched. 
neat suggestion was made that the name of the late February 27th. Pulse 48, temperature normal. 
Professor Spooner might suitably be identified with March 38rd. Symptoms aggravated; pulse 60, 
this sum, which is the balance of moneys once the weak and oppressed; temperature 1046; eating 
property of the old Veterinary Medical Society | W¢!!- 
attached to the Camden Town College. The interest March 4th. Skin sore all over, small dry emi- 


of the money will theref k he § nences which feel like shot corns cover the body, 
Annuity. , a these when raised disclosed a moist, slightly inflamed 


Guanpers mr Max. base; breast, legs, abdomen, and sheath «mde- 
matous. 


We this week report a fatal case of glanders in 
m e March 20%h. Photographed. 
ies ody = fifth human being killed by glan- April 7th and 8th. Pulse 60, weak; temperature 
if ten ton during the past twelve months. 103. 
have h Aaa had died of hydrophobia we should April 14th and 15th. Pulse 60, weak; tempera- 
rr all the newspapers insisting on the neces- | ture 104. 
mae aping out rabies, and the Board of Agri-’ pri] 16th. Temperature 102; great desquama- 
uman _ have redoubled its efforts to protect | tion now taking place from neck, abdomen, back, 
etc.; large patches— size of hand and larger—of hair 
ydrophobie B ye" rabies we have exterminated | anq epidermis agglutinated together, may be easily 
We should prot y stamping out glanders in horses | detached. The surface is slightly itchy, but mainly 
this loath Protect man from any chance of death by | .ore ; eating well, secretions normal. 
should disease We should do more. We May Gth. Pulse 48, temperature 100-5 ; oedema 
Protect our hoa Pan ge per annum, and we should | now gone, but body still covered with shot-like 
Blanders. And inefficiency caused by | cminences. The muscles generally are wasted and 
in the face of Rin the law remains weak and useless, | flabby; the horse is weak. Sent to the company’s 
orseown - ts insisted upon by the veterinarians depot in the country; to have grazing and stable feed 
Commendatio rs of Britain, and er disregard of re- and be housed at night when necessary. 
Cars ago, Th made by a committee nearly two | July 6th. Returned from country for work. The 
Sraceful, © position is inexplicabie and dis- <hot-like pimples on body have not all disappeared. 


The following case was somewhat unusual so I 
am tempted to send notes thereof. 

Patient.—Bay cart gelding, seven years old. Has 
been in the same employment for one year ; has had 
no illness during that period. He forms one of a 
large number in which the feeding, stabling, and 
work are identical. 
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As the feet were being prepared for shoeing I noticed who is a specialist in diseases of the skin ; but afte 
that the fore feet were somewhat “ full-soled”’; and examination he confessed that he knew nothing like 
that there was a distinct space between two portions it in the human patient, and to his mind it was mor 
of the sole of both fore feet, and one hind foot, as | like one of the exanthemata than anything else. My 
though there had been an exudate. The fore feet friend kindly took away some of the crusts and ex. 
were ‘‘ ringed” about the coronets in a manner more amined them for causal organisms, but could fing 
marked thanI should have expected from simply | none. In this connection I may add that ! directed 
being at grass. ‘that a quantity of the debris should be collected, ang 


October 11th. Horse has been doing very light ; rubbed into the coat of a fine skinned cart mare, and 
work to this date, but is still out of condition. and | also that the rug worn by the horse should be _ 
reported to become fatigued with very little exertion. and kept on the mare. Only a negative yer 
Entire surface of skin is covered with a great quantity followed. As to infection, the horse was 1n@§ os 
of desquamation in firm flakes; there are alsosome of four boxes in which the air freely communitt i 
of the shotty pimples remaining; muscles flabby. no special bucket was reserved, and no ill res 


Sent again to depét in the country. followed; indeed no other case appeared 10 
November 27th. Returned to work much im- entire stud. ; lowed by 
proved. _ Treatment.—First, a mild cathartic, follow 


Early on in this case I sought the aid of a friend sulphur and vegetable tonics; then magne 
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sulph. with the sulphur and vegetable tonics. | be the means of producing a uterine catarrh, and so 


Later on liquor arsenicalis, then colchicum, then 
quinine were exhibited. Locally in the most painful 
laces, Warm fomentations and ung. zinc. oxide were 
employed, this was especially necessary between the 
extremities and the trunk, and about the sheath. In 
the later stages, the body was repeatedly washed with 
soap and warm water, using plenty of friction. 
Diet.—The horse ate well all through, and the diet 
consisted of oats, bran and chop, sometimes dry, and 
at other times mashed ; this was varied with bruised 
malt, linseed. and carrots. Extract of malt was also 


given. 


SEPTIC METRITIS IN A BITCH. 


A report on this subject appeared in your issue of 
Decemher 22nd, and as I had a case under treatment 
at the time 1 venture to send you report of the same. 
It is my fourth case within the last two years, and is 
typical of all the others. The ages were 6-8 years, 
two had had puppies, two had never been warded. 
All had lived well. 

Subject—Blenheim spaniel bitch, eight years old. 

History.— Health good up to two months ago when 
she had a dirty red-coloured discharge from vulva, 
which ceased without treatment. She had never been 
warded. 

Symptoms.— Paralysis of hind quarters, vomiting, 
straining, fever, no feces observed for two days, no 
discharge from vulva, no abdominal pain or marked 
distention. 

Such were the symptoms on my first visit, and 
from which I concluded it was a case of intestinal 
obstruction. 

On the third day a dirty chocolate-coloured dis- 
charge appeared from vulva soaking the rugs. 

On the fourth day the discharge ceased, occurring 
again toa greater extent ten days later. 

Treatment.—Up to the third day purgatives and 
enemas were given, but nothing was voided. On 
the oceurrence of the discharge I tried to inject 
womb but could pass nothing into it, neither could I 
fore an injection by closing the lips of vulva over 
enema pipe. Brandy and bovril were injected per 
rectum. The patient lived fourteen days, gradually 
sinking until she was destroyed by chloroform. 

Post-mortem examination.—Made day after death. 
The quarters were stained by the discharge, which 
was very offensive, al) organs apparently healthy 
except liver, which was cirrhotic. Uterus horns 
greatly distended and thickened and contained about 
{ ounces of dirty, thick fluid (about consistency of 
thin cream) with most disagreeable odour. The os 
Was like a rigid cord about as thick as a lead pencil, 
with a lumen a little larger than the lead (from 
which I conclude the fluid could only escape when 

lation occurred, the result of pressure from the 
womb.) Intestines empty. 

PR a io symptoms no doubt were due to the 

— of septic material from the uterus, the 
a ry of which may be due to the retention of the 

“tral fluid and its decomposition. This fluid would 


the discharge would be kept up. The wmode of life of 
pet dogs and dogs kept on the chain no doubt fav- 
ours retention of the normal discharge. They do- 
not get sufficient exercise, neither is the os regularly 


dilated by parturition. 
R. H., M.R.C.YV.S. 


RHODODENDRON POISONING. 


Subjects.—Two shorthorned two-year-old heifers,. 
the property of the Right Hon. Earl of Dudley. 

I was called in to see the above on 31st Dec., 1900, 
they were in a large box well littered with straw. I 
found them both down, semi-comatose, took no 
notice on anyone’s approach, or on being handled ; 
eyes were sunken ; membranes yellow; coatsstareing; 
frothing profusely at the mouth, which was stained 
dark green, both fecal matter and vomit lay about 
the litter. 

On trying to get the animals up, the one after 
much difficulty rose but staggered, rolled about and 
fell head foremost, the other was unable to rise, get- 
ting half-way up and falling again several times. 
The head of this one when lifted off the ground by 
the horns, either dropped with the lower jaw heavily 
on the floor or was slung involuntarily to the side. 

From their condition and symptoms I suspected 
some vegetable poison, and on enquiries found that 
two days before their attack, the gardeners had been 
lopping the rhododendron bushes, and on going to- 
the fields found they had been thrown in a heap, 
hurdled round, but which proved to be of too small a 
circumference to prevent the cows reaching the lop- 
pings, of which they were seen freely partaking, the 
cowman not suspecting that they were in any way 
injurious allowed them to continue. 

Prognosis. —One I thought there was a probabality 
of her recovery, but the other, I was of the opinion, 
had taken too much of the shrub and was too far 
gone, but the attendant was a splendid nurse and 
promised every attention, consequently I put her 
under treatment also. 


Treatment.—Warm clothing, enemas. 

R_ Chloral hydrate 

Ol. ricini 

Ol. lini Oi. 
given with a pint of warm water to make it run 
easily out of the bottle. This was followed up with 
two gallons of oatmeal gruel in the four hours, at 
the end of which I repeated the chloral hydrate, 3ss. 

doses in gruel. 

Next morning, vast improvement was noticeable, 
they lay with their heads erect, looking about them, 
and anxious to drink the gruel instead of being 
drenched. Vomition ceased, and by midday the 
bowels had responded to the oil, when they rose and 
partook of a little chilled water and sloppy mash. I 
continued with a liberal supply of gruel with 

R Spt. Ammon. Arom. 3ii. 
P. Zingib 
ordering them good diet in the way of oil cake, pea 
flour, cut hay, and roots. 
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3rd day.—Animals apparently recovered, as on my 
visit i found them standing, coat flat, bowels regu- 
lar, with all appearance of green ingesta disappeared, 
chewing their cud, and the attendant informed me 
ready to eat anything. 
R. Lewis GREEN. 


RECURRENT FIBROID TUMOURS IN A 
BITCH. 


Subject.—Cross-bred black and tan, about 6 lbs. 
weight, three years old, maiden. 

History—For about three weeks had been a 
nuisance in the house owing to constant dribbling of 
the urine. When first seen bitch seemed fairly 
healthy and bright, but was fidgety, and frequently 
involuntarily passed urine. 

Treatment.—After two days observation, digital 
examination showed the vagina and inner sides of 
labizw to be affected with a profuse growth of tumour, 
of firm consistency and somewhat cauliflower appear- 
ance. The bitch was put under chloroform and the 
growth an¢ adjacent structures, including both labiz, 
excised ; the surgical wound was dressed by syringing 
with five per cent. pot. permang. solution and then 
swabbed with 23 per cent. solution tr. calend., which 
treatment was carried out twice daily for fourteen 
days, and then tr. calend. only for fourteen days 
once daily, when she was discharged well but slightly 
disfigured. 

History continued.—Eleven months later the bitch 
was brought again with a tumour outside the left 
thigh, subcutaneous, adherent to the structures be- 
neath and the size of an ordinary smallish orange. 
The tumour had first been noticed four months pre- 
viously, about the size of a bean, but although it had 
grown steadily it had not interfered much with the 
gait, but for a week there had been decided lameness. 
The bitch seemed dull, and there were patches of 
eczema on the head and back. 

Treatment. -- Bitch kept on plain fare, principally 
bread and milk for fourteen days, no perceptible 
change in her or in size of tumour. Tumour and 
parts of adjacent tissues, faschia, muscles, blood ves- 
sels and nerves excised without chloroform, and 
treatment as before for 21 and 14 days respectively. 
Discharged well, free from eczema and with only 
small scar on thigh, no lameness. 

Result.—Five months later the bitch was brought 
in for difficulty in parturition. Owing to illness of 
writer another surgeon attended her, but she suc- 
cumbed under the operation. Post-mortem showed 
no tumours in region of womb, the difficulty having 
arisen from the size of foetus. No tumour on thigh. 

Tue Docror Saute. 


HYSTERIA—OR WHAT ? 


My attention has been called to a case which puz- 
zles me, and I shall be glad of any assistance or sug- 
gestion as to treatment etc. 

A bay mare, six years old, with no evidence or re- 
cord of ever having had a foal. 


She is bred from trotting stock, about 15.1, weigh; 
about 900 lbs. Her usual gait is about a mile jy 
four minutes. I have made repeated vaginal exanj. 
nations, but beyond a slight dryness of the muccy 
membrane find nothing abnormal ; there is no dis. 
charge or foetor ofany kind. Bladder is normal, not 
irritable, and no symptom of calculi. On driving 
her about half a mile she will commence to switch 
her tail in an upward and downward direction, then 
immediately afterwards start going for all she is 
worth, the hind legs being as it were tucked under 
the thighs and proceed for the next half mile ata 
three minute gait. During this time she switche 
her tail in a complete circle, ejecting urine at each 
hitch or change of gait until the dashboard, driver, 
and everyone in range gets splashed. 

The one remarkable thing about all this is that she 
is perfectly kind under examination, does not kick, 
squeal, or become unmanageable in any way. She 
can only be driven in comfort by tying her tail down 
to the breeching so that she cannot switch the urine 
all over the driver. 

To get an exhibition of these symptoms at any 
time one has only to let down the tail and set her 
going. 

I commenced treatment by cold water irrigaticn 
by means of the syphon. As soon as the vaginal pas 
sage becomes filled she strains and empties it with- 
out effort. The straining is not continued nor the 
clitoris everted more than natural. 

I gave drachm doses of bromide of potassium 
alternately with iodide, but beyond taking down ber 
condition, which is very good, without apparent bene- 
fit. Itben tried birchloride of mercury 1 in 2000 
and 1 in 1000 ; beyond making her arch her back after 
injection for a considerable period achieved no gool 
results. Again tried creolin and tampons of cotton 
wool, boracic acid and tannin but still no improve 
ment. 

My impression is that there must be some condition 
of the clitoris not visible until it becomes irritat 
by the rapid movement of the animal trotting ; or 0 
it be some ovarian derangement ? Have any of you! 
readers seen a similar case. 

W. Mote, M.B.C.V.5. 


Toronto, Canada. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Necrosis or THE Laryyx.—Communicated 
Central Veterinary Medica! Society, Paris, 1% 
13th, 1900, by M. V. Drouin. 


The patient was a six-year-old American malt the 
property of the General Carriage Company that = 
worked well fora year. On March 14th she iil 
placed on the sick list for lameness. In the wg? 
of May while still lame it was noticed that she 7 
become a roarer, and on the 21st May she waar 
danger of asphyxia. The least movement caus 
tressf and the noise was so great that it © 
heard 20 yards away. 

The was as a polypus of 
and a course of iodide of potassium prescribe 
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had some good result, but as soon as discontinued 
there was a recurrence of the roaring. The appetite 
remained good, and there was an entire absence of 
cough. Au operation was proposed for the removal 
of the polypus but on 83rd July the patient became 
suddenly asphyxiated, and died in a very few 
minutes. 

The glottis was found on post-mortem examina- 
tion to be nearly closed with a tumour the size of a 
hazel nut. The angle of the cricoid appeared to be 
eaten away by an extensive patch of necrosis 
which was covered with a layer of horny tissue. The 
tissues in contact with the larynx were thickened, 
infiltrated with sanguineous serum and closely ad- 
herent to the cartilages. The cause of the lesions 
wasunknown but suspected to be traumatic, prob- 
ably a foreign body injuring the lining mucous mem- 
brane.—(From Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, Dee. 
30th, 1900. 

Josuua A. Nunn, Vet.-Lt.-Col., A.V.D. 


REPORT OF THE TUBERCULIN COMMITTEE 

OF THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
OF ENGLAND. 

Since the discovery of the remarkable properties of 


tuberculin by Koch, the distinguished German bacteriv- 
logist, the question. cf the reliability of the agent as a 
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however, a considerable number of the animals did react 
to the first test, and in the case of most of these the 
Committee had the unexpected and undesired »ppor- 
tunity of making observations on the old lines, that is 
to say, by simple post-mortem verification of the accuracy 
of the reaction. 


First 


The following six animals were short-horn calves, 
about nine months old. They were purchased on June 13, 
1899, and tested with tuberculin on June 16. Four of 
them (Nos. 1, 2, 4, and 6) did not react, one (No. 3) re- 
acted distinctly, and one (No. 5) had a doubtful reaction. 
It was decided to infect Nos. 1 and 2 by injecting tuber- 
cle bacilli into the veins, and this was carried out on 
June 17. The infective material was prepared by pound- 
ing the tuberculoug spleen of a rabbit with 12 cubic 
centimetres of water, and allowing the coarser particles 
to settle to the bottom. Three cubic centimetres 
of the liquid were then injected into the left 
jugular vein of each of the two calves selected for experi- 
ment. 


No. 1. 
Max. 
Reactn, rise. 
Ju. 16. Tested, 14 ¢.c. of tuberculin 


17. Infected with T. bacilli. 
29. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin + 29 
After the 29th the animal became very ill, and after 
July 7 its temperature was always over 105. As it ap- 
peared likely to die soon, it was killed on July 20. The 
post-mortem examination revealed myriads of tubercles 
in both lungs and great enlargement of the attached 


test for tuberculosis in cattle has been much discussed 
both in this country and abroad, and very extensive | 
experiments have been carried out in order to provide 
material from which to form ajudgment on the matter. 
These experiments have generally consisted in testing 
animals with tuberculin, slaughtering them immediately 
afterwards, and instituting a post-mortem search for 
evidence of tuberculous disease. In all cases in which 
the question has been investigated in this way, and in 
which the observations have extended to a large series 
of animals, the results have been fairly uniform. It 
therefore did not appear to the Committee that it would 
be advisable to institute an investigation which would 
merely have been a repetition on a small scale of the 
numerous and extensive experiments previously made in 
this country and abroad. They considered that the grant 
placed at their disposal could be better expended by 
approaching the subject in another way, and the plan 
orients which they projected was briefly as 
|. To select for experiment a number of apparently 
ealthy animals. 
- To test them with tuberculin, and, in the event of 
their not reecting, to provisionally assume that they 
were free from tuberculous disease. 
b experimentally infect such animals with tubercle 
acillithat is to say, to render them tuberculous. 
a be test them at intervals afterwards in order to 
ae ain how soon, if at all, they would react to tuber- 
on observe the influence of repeated tests, (a) in 
t ay of preventing reaction, (6) as regards effect on 
Mew of the disease. 
ani = ~ the animals and make a careful post-mortem 
tuberenh lon, and to observe whether there were any 
as coul ya lesions, and if so, whether they were such 
aor reasonably be attributed to natural infection 
were purchased, or were apparently 
the experimental infection, 
ment onl oped that by selecting young cattle for experi- 
Yasmall proportion would prove to be tuber- 


lymphatic glands. 


No. 2. 
Max. 
Reactn. rise. 
Ju. 16. Tested, 1} ¢.c. tuberculin "4 
17. Infected with T. bacilli. 
29. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin 2 
July 7. + 2 
15. + 
22. - 
28. + 68 
Aug. 4. a (erratic rise) ? 2.4 
11. - 
18. + 
25. 
Sept. 1. 21 
8. 197 
14. + 4 
16. 6 c.c. ? 16 
24. 1 cc. 197 


Killed September 25. The post-mortem examination 
revealed a number of fibrous tubercles towards the bases 
of the lungs, and some small fleshy tuberculous growths 
on the pleura. Also a caseous and partly calcified tuber- 
cle in one of the mesenteric glands. Tubercle bacilli 
were proved to be preseut in both the lung and the gland 
lesions. 

These two cases furnish a contrast of which further 
examples will be found in the later experiments. 
though the animals were of the same size and infected 
simultaneously with the same quantity of material, the 
course of the disease was very different inthem. In No. 
1 it would certainly have proved fatal had the animal 
not been killed 34 days after infection, but in No. 2 the 
lesions were comparatively slight when it was killed more 
than three months afterwards. ; 

In No. 1 no lesion except those that were clearly attri- 
butable to the intra-venous inoculation on June 17 were 
found at the post-mortem examination, but the mesen- 
teric tubercle found in No. 2 was probably in existence 


cy 
0S or react to the preliminary test. Unfortunately, 


when the animal was purchased. If that supposition 
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is correct, the tuberculin gave a wrong indication on 
June 16. 


No. 3. : 
Max. 
React. rise 
Ju. 16 Tested, 1} ¢.c. tuberculin + 44 
29 1 + 4 
Killed June 30. One tubercle in a mesenteric gland. 
No. 4. 
Max. 
React. rise 
Ju. 16. Tested, 1} c.c. tuberculin 
29 1 + 2°6 
July 7. oO 
1 


Killed July 20. One tubercle in a mesenteric gland. 

The non-reaction on June 16 was in this case a failure 
of tuberculin. 


No. 5. 

Max. 
React. rise 
Ju. 16. Tested, 14°c.c. tuberculin 18 
29. ] + 38 
July 7. - + 28 

15. + 2 
22. 4+ 22 
28. + 36 
Aug. 4. 18 
11. 

18. + 2 
25. 3 
Sep. 1. = + 25 
8. 
14. 12 
16. Tested, 6 c.c. tuberculin 
24. 1 ce. — 

Killed Sept. 24. 

Post-mortem revealed no tuberculous disease any- 


where. (1) 


(1) The post-mortem examination extended to all the 
common seats of tuberculous disease, including the whole of 
the respiratory and digestive systems and their associated 


lymphatic glands. 
No. 6. 
Max. 
React. rise. 
Ju. 16. Tested, 1} ¢.c. tuberculin — 5 
29. 1 c.c. — 6 
July ” O 
5 — 1 


15. 
Killed July 20. 
Post-mortem showed no tuberculous disease anywhere. 


SECOND SERIES. 


The following six animals were yearlings purchased for 
experiment on September 30, 1899. They were submit- 
ted to a preliminary test on October 9, with the result 
that one of them (No. 12) reacted distinctly. It was re- 
solved to try the effect of repeated injections of tubercu- 
lin on this animal, and to infect the others by injecting 
tubercle bacilli into the veins. 

The material used to inject into the veins was water 
with which caseous matter from a tuberculous mesenteric 
gland of a horse had been rubbed up, and the quantity of 
this liquid, in cubic centimetres, injected intu each of the 
five animals is noted in the summary given below. Ex- 
cept where otherwise stated the quantity of tuberculin 
administered was one cubic centimetre. The larger 


quantities were given in order tu observe whether such 
treatment had any effect on the course of the disease ex- 

rimentally set up by the injection of tubercle bacilli 
into the veins. 


No. 7. 
Rise of 
React. temp, 
Oct. 9. Tested 
18. Infected with T. bacilli (2 c.c.) 
24. Tested 
26. ” 
30. — 0 
Nov, 2. 0 
6. 18 
10. + 2% 
14, 3 
21. + 38 
28, 9 + 33 
Dec. 9 - 


Killed December11. Les¢ons—Miliary tuberculosis of 
both lungs. 


No, 8. 
Max. 
React. rise. 
Oct. 9. Tested - 13 
18. Infected with T. bacilli (2 c.c.) 
24, Tested + 3 
30. + 2% 
Nov. 2. - I 
6. 
14. + 
21. » 
28. + 4 
Dec. 9. - 0 


” 

Between December 22nd and January 24, treated with 
large doses of tuberculin until no reaction even to 2 
ordinary doses. Killed February 1, 1900. Lesions— 
Comparatively slight and giving evidence of recovery. 


No. 9. 
Mats 
React. rise. 
1899. 

Oct. 9. Tested 
18. Infected with T. bacilli (14 c.c.) P 
26. Tested. + #5 

30. 
Nov. 2, 
6. ” be 

10. 3 

14. - 4 

21. — 0 

28. 
Dec. 9. a - 


Between December 22 and January 24, treated like 
No. 8. Killed Feb. 1. Lestons—Only a few fibrow 
tubercles towards the base of the left lung. 


No. 10. 


Mas. 

Reactn. mse. 

Oct. 9. Tested. - B 

,18. Infected with T, bacilli (14 c.c.) 4 

24. Tested. 

26. a 

30, 
Nov. 2. 

Killed December 4. Advanced lesions of acute milialY 

tuberculosis. 


It will be observed that this animal never reacted 
tinctly, but during the last month it was not tested 0 
to its temperature being always too high (over 104) 


(1) This was not regarded as a reaction, becase ti 
perature fell after the ninth hour, and the highest s dat. 
ture was only one degree higher than on the previose™ 
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No, 11. 

Max. 

Reactn. rise. 

Oct. 9. Tested. 

18. Infected with T. bacilli (1 e.c.) 

24. Tested. 1°2 

26. ” — 1°4 
30. ” 
Nov, 2. ” + @2 
6. pe + 2 

10. ” + 2°3 

Killed Nov. 17. Leseons—Tubercles both lungs. 
No. 12. 

Max 

Reactn. rise. 

Oct. 9. Tested. + 48 

12. 5'1 

24, ” ‘8 

26. ‘a + 2°6 

Nov, 2. 

10, ” + 25 

31. 9 

28. ” 6 

Dec. 9. ‘9 


In December and January this animal was treated 
with large doses of tuberculin, and it gradually ceased to 
react. On February 6 tubercle bacilli (same as used on 
that date for Nos. 13, 14, 15, and 16) were injected into 
the jugular vein. 


Reactn. rise. 
Feb.14, Tested with 1 c.c. tuberculin + 2 
17. + 492 
21. ? 2°1 
24. § c.c. 
28 10c.¢ 9 
Mar. 3. oO 
8. oO 
15. O 
28 20 ¢.c. 


Killed May 22. 

Lesions—One completely calcified tubercle in a mesen- 
teric gland. 

This is one of the most interesting animals in the 
whole series. When first tested on October 9 it reacted 
very decidedly, and it gave a second decided reaction 


| three days later. Subsequently, it did not react and re- 
. acted alternately. For two months it was treated with 


large quantities of tuberculin (up to 20 doses at one in- 


ection), and it entirely ceased to react. It was deter- 


| mined to attempt to re-infect it with the double object 
F of observing whether it would thereby re-acquire the pro- 
| Perty of reacting to tuberculin, and of seeing whether the 

combined effect of the previous attack of the disease and 


the large doses of tuberculin had given it any degree of 


organ A Accordingly, on February 6, 2 c.c. of a liquid 
2 in tubercle bacilli were injected into one of its jugu- 
veins. These bacilli were taken from a tuberculous 


B '*senteric gland, and were proved to be virulent by the 


: — ~ other experiments (see Nos. 15 and 16). Eight 
' fe “4 the Injection of the bacilli, the calf had ac- 
B days lat © property of reacting to tuberculin, and three 
Itagain reacted decidedly. The animal was 
BD vith eated with large doses of tuberculin, and always 

ut reaction. It was killed on May 22, and 


m® © trace of disease that could be attributed to 


of bacilli into the veins was found. 
ane 4 hand, there was one tubercle of stony 
pee and obviously quite inert in a mesenteric gland. 

berlectly reasonable to suppose that this mesenteric 


€slon 
purch Was In existence and active when the animal was 


4 vbr ener on September 30, 1899, and that the reactions 


€rculin in October were attributable to it. Either 


fom n A 
atural causes or in consequence of the repeated 
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injections of tuberculin this tubercle became inactive 


and practically cured, but the injection of tubercle 
bacilli intc the veins in February last induced a tempor- 
ary re-infection, during which the animal again reacted 
totuberculin. Afterwards it made a complete recovery, 
proving that it now had a remarkable degree of im- 
munity against tuberculosis. The degree of this im- 
munity may be measured by the fact that the same dose 
of the same infective material injected on the same day 
into another subject of about the same size and age 
produced tuberculous lesions that would certainly have 
proved fatal had theanimal not been killed on April 10 
(No. 16). 
THIRD SERIEs. 


The following six animals were yearlings, purchased 
for experiments on January 20, 1900, and tested with 
tuberculin on January 24th. In five of them there was no 
reaction, and in the sixth, the maximum rise of tempera- 
ture was 1°8, which was regarded as insufficient to con- 
demn theanimal. [t was resolved to attempt to infect two 
by injection into the veins, two by injection under the skin 
of the flank, and two by way of the mouth. In the case of 
the first two pairs the material injected was liquid holding 
in suspension tubercle bacilli from a tuberculous mesen- 
teric gland of a horse. Two cubic centimetres of this 
liquid was used for the intravenous inoculations, and one 
cubic centimetre for inoculation into the flanks. For in- 
fection of the third pair of animals, a quantity of caseous 
material from the lungs and lymphatic glands of a cow, 
about equal in volume to a walnut, was rubbed up in a 
mortar with a quantity of tap water, and the resulting 
liquid was equally divided, one half being given to each 
of the two animals by the mouth. The history of each 
animal is summarised below :— 


No. 13. 

Max. 

Reactn. rise. 

Jan. 24. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin — 

Feb. 6. T. bacilli injected into flank. 

14. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin — 1 

17. + 25 

April 9. 1 


Killed April 10. Leseons—Tuberculous nodule in 
flank and tubercles in adjacent precrural gland. 


No. 14. 
Max. 
Reactn. rise. 
Jan. 24. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin — 138 
Feb. 6. TT. bacilli injected into flank 
14. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin + 28 
17. ? #17 
21. i + 36 
24. Treated, 10 c.c. tuberculin (initial 
temperature 104’8) — 
28. Treated, 10c.c. tuberculin + 36 
Mar. 3. ~ + 28 
8. + 28 
15. + 24 
28. 20 c.c + § 
April 9. 1 c.c. ? 1°4 


Killed April 10. Tuberculous lesions in flank and ad- 
jacent precrural gland. 

Nos. 13 and 14 were exactly parallel experiments, save 
that after February 21 the disease was allowed to take 
its natural course in No. 13, while the effect of large 
doses of tuberculia was tried on No. 14. In neither ani- 


mal had the disease spread far from the seat of inocula- 
tion, only the adjacent group of lymphatic glands being 
involved. It could not, however, be said that the post- 
mortem examination gave any ground for believing that 
the large duses of tuberculin injected into No. 1« had 


had a beneficial effect on the course of the disease. 


Rise of 
temp. 
1 
0 
0 
0 
f) 
18 
25 
38 
33 
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No. 15. 
Max. 
Reaction. rise. 
Jan.24. Tested, 1 c,c. tuberculin 
Feb. 6. T. bacilli injected into jugular vein ’ 
14. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin + 4 
17. + 3° 
April 9. ? 1°8 


Killed April 10. estons—Miliary tubercles in lungs 
and liver. 


No. 16. 
Max. 
Reactn. rise. 
Jan. 24. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin 
Feb. 6. 'T. bacilli injected into jugular vein 
17. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin + 21 
21. + + 28 


After March 1st temperature was generally over 104.. 

Treated with 10 c.c. of tuberculin on March 3, 8, and 28 

Animal wasted steadily, and appeared much worse 
than No. 15, which was not treated with large doses. 

Killed April 10. Lestons—Same as in No. 15, but 
much more extensive. 

No, 15 and 16 were also parallel experiments, save that 
No. 16 received three large doses of tuberculin after it 
had reacted, in order to observe whether that treatment 
would have any effect on the progress of the disease. The 
post-mortem examination showed that the disease was 
considerably more extensive in this animal than in the 
one which had only been thrice tested with the ordinary 
dose. It ought, however, to be stated that No. 16 was 
much worse than No. 15 before the treatment (as opposed 
to the testing) with tuberculin was begun, owing prob- 
ably to different degrees of natural predisposition pos- 
sessed by the two animals. Since evidence of a curative 
action of the tuberculin was being sought for, it would 
obviously have been fallacious to select for the treat- 
ment the animal that appeared to be naturally the more 
resistant of the two. 


No. 17. 
Max. 
Reactn, rise. 
Jan. 24 Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin — 14 
Feb. 6. Fed with tuberculous material 
14. Tested, 1 tuberculin 8 
21. 6 
28, 
Mar. 15. 13 
Apr. 9 9 
Killed April 10. No lesions discovered. 
No. 18. 
Max. 


Reactneg rise. 


Jan. 24. Tested, 1 c.c. tuberculin = ‘1 
Feb. 6. Fed with tuberculous material 

14. Tested, 1 tuberculin + 44 

17. + 

21. » (erratic riseat 6th hour) 

24. Treated with 5 c.c. tuberculin + 654 

28. 10 c.e. + 24 

Mar. 3. “ + 31 

8. + 23 

15. ? 1.9 

28. 20 ¢.c. 13 

April 9. Tested with 1 c.c. 


Killed April 19. Zestons—-Numerous tubercles in the 
mucous membrane of the small intestine. 

Nos. 17 and 18, as regards the dose of infective 
material and the method of its administration, were 
exactly parallel experiments ; and they yielded results 
which are from several points of view very interesting 
and instructive. No. 17 did not become infected, al- 
though it received a quantity of infective material such 


as it can scarcely ever be the lot of an animal of the 
bovine species to take into its body at one time, excep. 
tion being, perhaps, made of calves receiving undiluted 
milk from a tuberculous udder. That is the first point 
of interest. The second is that the tuberculin test 
correctly indicated that the attempt to infect had failed, 

The facts relating to No. 18 are no less interesting. 
Here the attempt to infect succeeded, and the first tuber- 
culin test afterwards, which was made on the eighth 
day, elicited a most pronounced reaction. It may safely 
be asserted that had the animal been killed on that day 
no trace of disease would have been discoverable with 
the naked eye, and had the date of infection not been 
known the case would have appeared to be one of failure 
of the tuberculin test. 

It will be observed that for over a month No. 18 was 
treated with large doses, but although the post-mortem 
examination indicated that the disease had remained con- 
tined to the bowel wall it might be rash to conclude that 
it would have spread further had the animal not been 
treated with tuberculin. 

(To be continued). 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 


A meeting of the Council was held at Red Lion 
Square on Friday, 11th instant. Present: Professor 
Penberthy (President), Prof. McFadyean, Messrs. Bur- 
rell, C. Sheather, J. F. Simpson, Jno. A. W. Dollar, S. 
Villar, F, W. Wragg, and W. F. Barrett, hon. sec. and 
treasurer. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Prof. Pritchard was also present on the invitation of 
the Secretary. 

The SEcRETARY reported that monthly payments up 
to £96 yearly were being made to recipients of the fund. 
He also expressed his regret that many promised sub- 
scriptions were in arrear, and hoped that an effert would 
be made to materially increase the annual income, exis 
tent callson which severely taxed the resources of the 
fund and limited its power for good. 

The Council then proceeded to consider the several 
cases in which assistance was requested, and £1 a month 
tor specified periods was voted to several applicants. 

I.—Mrs. A., widow, aged 50, six children, une of whom 
only is able to work, whose earnings are the only visible 
means of substance. Mrs. A. writes to say the £1 4 
month received from the Society during the past year 
has saved her from utter ruin. y 

II.—Mrs. B., widow, husband a young man just be 
coming established in practice, died of pneumonia !8 
months since, leaving her with six children practically 
penniless. Mrs. B. writes intreating a continuation ° 
the grant which she has received since her husband’ 
death. 

IIL.--Mrs. C., widow, ten children, no means. Chil 
dren not old enough to earn anything considerable. i 
C. doing any kind of work procurable, but without the 
aid of the fund could not exist out of the workhouse. ; 

IV.—Mrs. D., widow, three children, no means excep 
small help from poorjfamily, states that through assist 
ance of fund she has managed to become trained as * 
nurse, and hopes to be able, with a temporary contin! 
ance of the grant, to earn a livelihood for herself an 
children. 

V.—Mrs. E., deserted by husband, five children, @) 
pealed to the Council in extreme distress, was releve™ 
and implores further assistance. 

VIL.—Mr. F., aged 42, hopelessly afflicted with net oo 
disease, helpless, being unable to feed himseli, os . 
of support, being absolutely dependent on poor Ine 
and the aid afforded by this fund. 
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VIL—Mr. G., aged 41, thrown from his horse, suffer- 
Sing from progressive paralysis consequent on injury to 
Shis spine, absolutely helpless and hopeless, having been 
S discharged from hospital incurable, physical suffering 
ense. 
VIL —Mr. H., an old member, many years afflicted 
S with rheumatism, unable to leave his bed. Practice lost, 
and but for the aid of the Society his home must have 
been broken up. 
A fresh case, the correctness of whose details was 
Fvouched for by well known members of the profession, 
S was that of the widow of a young member who recently 
died asa result of injury to the spine from fall from his 
Shorse. This lady was left practically penniless, and ap- 
S pealed to the fund for help to make a fresh start in life. 
After being assured that any sum granted would be ap- 
plied with a fair prospect of successa sum of £10 was 
voted. 
| (ther cases were brought to the notice of the meeting, 
but it was felt with great regret that the means at the 
Sdisposal of the Council would not permit of further dis- 
bursement at present. In view of the acute distress 
} which evidently existed and of the Council’s inability to 
S grant adequate relief, it was resolved to make an urgent 
appeal to the profession for annual subscriptions. 
The PREsIDENT then called on Prof. Pritchard, who, 
B he said, would make an announcement agreeable to every 
present. 
§ Professor PRIrcHARD expressed his pleasure at being 
present. He had been much affected by the sad stories 
Sof pain, distress, and want to which he had listened dur- 
ping the deliberations of the Council, He was there to 
pmake an offer which he hoped would be acceptable to 
alll Many, if not all, the members of that Council 
pwould remember the old Veterinary Medical Society, 
which so long held its meetings at the R.V.C. Camden 
Town, For some reason this Society had ceased to 
p exist as an association holding meetings, but it was pos- 
p sessed of certain funds, originally vested in the names of 
three trustees of whom he was the sole survivor. These 
Bfunds amounted to £200 1s. 2d. He thought it right 
that such money should be applied in some way to the 
benefit of the profession, and has decided after consulta- 
tion with his friends, to offer, after certain legal formali- 
ties had been complied with, to hand the amount over 
® to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. What he 
» heard that evening of the painful cases considered 
 °y the Council and the good work the fund was doing 
~ confirmed and strengthened his intention, and he 
- — ‘ a privilege to be able in some way to assist in 
orden —_ he asked the Council’s acceptance of the 
mye ich he would remit to the treasurer of the 
, alter obtaining the certificates of death of his late 
0-trustees, 
| The PRESIDENT, Prof. Penberthy, in appropriate 
ices referred to the generous kindness of Professor 
the f = » which would materially further the objects of 
he ventured to hope would reflect much 
Rene § a upon the donor. Inasmuch as the late Pro- 
tion ang Was so closely identified with the initia- 
development of the old Veterinary Medical 
(Professor Penberthy) thought the name 
with this sub pooner Should be in some way identitied 
lesan ential amount now offered. He would 
the annual crn: appear that the sum be invested and 
ad et supplemented from the moneys of 
rofes’ given as the Spooner annuity. 
such a TTCHARD being consulted, assented to 
Fiessor Spoor ‘aying he too would be pleased if Pro- 
vay, ers name could be perpetuated in this 


Prof. WF, 
of Prof expressed his cordial appreciation 
oe ots Pritchard’s kind offer, and proposed that it be 


f 
mousy This proposition was carried unani- 
th acclamation. 


and wi 
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Prof. PrircHARD was thereupon elected a life member 
of the fund, and in his speech expressing his apprecia- 
tion of the honour done him, said he hoped in future to 
take an active partin the affairs of the Society, as until 
then he had no idea such an amount of distress existed. 

The SECRETARY expressed the hope that members of 
the Council would make an effort to enlist subscribers 
to the fund, as unless an increased income were forth- 
coming the good work of the Society would be curtailed. 
He believed the entire profession would appreciate Pro- 
fessor Pritchard’s action, as, undoubtedly this large sum 
of money could not be better applied. 

W. F. Barrett, Hon. Sec. & Treas. 

46 Lewisham High Road, 8.E. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, W.C., on Thursday evening, January 17th, 1901, 
Mr. Sydney H. Slocock, president, in the chair. There 
were present Messrs. A. L. Butters, W. L. Harrison, H. 
A. Woodruff, R. Porch, J. Macqueen, H. Singleton, H. A. 
MacCormack, A. 8S. Brooksbanks, S. H. Nye, L. 
Savournin, W. Perryman, J. Baxter, F. Hobday, W. H. 
James, W. Reekie, G. Upton, P. Vincent, P. W. D. 
Smith, W. F. Barrett, J. A. Nunn, G. Durrant, 8. Villar, 
A. A. Johnson, J. W. Baxter, F. Mosedale, W. Hunting, 
H. King, E. Lionel Stroud, hon. sec., and three 
visitors. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

A letter was read from Mr. Hurndall regretting ina- 
bility to attend the meeting. 


EXnuisit. 


Professor MACQUEEN exhibited a newly-made folding 
operating gutter for dogs. It was an enlarged specimen 
of an old fashioned vivisection table invented by the late 
Claude Bernard. It was necessary now-a days to be par- 
ticular as to the share one might have in inventing or 
introducing anything novel in the way of surgical appli- 
ances. The piece of wood exhibited was known in 
France as a folding gutter or operating trough, and it 
was made from a drawing in Le Manuel de Vivisec- 
tions, published in 1882 by Dr. Livun, who also figured 
and described a flat operating table which appeared to be 
indistinguishable from the canine operating table intro- 
duced to the profession a few years ago. Dr. Livon 
acknowledged that the description and drawing of the 
folding gutter were copied from Bernard’s Legons de 
Physiologie Operatoire, 1879.” From its appearance he 
thought the folding trough would be very useful for 
dogs, and he therefore got a carpenter, Mr. George 
Stewart, of 127 Camden Street, Camden Town, to make 
one from the drawing. The table was five feet long and 
would accommodate almost the largest dog. One of its 
advantages was that it could be used in three. positions. 
The first position was a simple gutter, the second was 
obtained by raising one of the folding supports, and the 
third by raising the support in another way, thereby 
deepening the gutter considerably. The feet of the 
animal were fixed by means of tapes passed through holes. 
Large dogs were fixed to the edge of the flap by passing 
the tape round the border, and small dogs by passing the 
tape through the holes from the inner side of the trough 
and tying it overa pin. Another thing in its favour was 
its cleanliness. Scmetimes it was difficult to disinfect 
wood ; and in operating, as there was a tendency for dis- 
charges to collect at the lowest parts, the base of the 
gutter had been weathered in such a way that there was 
no possibility of any fluid collecting. The groove could 


be flushed right out. With regard to stability the weight 
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of the dog was sufficient to keep the table in position on | nerve as a cure for lameness was Peters, an assistant y 
an ordinary table or on the ground, but to provide for a | the Veterinary School in Berlin, about the year gg, 
dog unusually strong, or which wriggled a good deal, the | With any operation, and with that of neurectomy in py. 
table was provided with screw holes, so that it could be | ticular, one of the chief points to consider is the sequg, 
fixed by screws into any table. Its cost was fairly cheap, However neat an operation may be it is of no value jf j 
about £2 10s., although that was not quite as low as it | does not render a certain proportion of subjects submit 
might be if afew were made. Prof. Macqueen also exhi- | ted to it fit to work for a reasonable length of time afte. 
bited three photographs taken of adog in the three posi- | wards. 


tions of the table. In the case of median neurectomy I am prepared 
Mr. Barrett thought the price was prohibitive. Such | assert that it is an exceedingly useful operation, one whieh 
a table ought to be obtained for about a guinea. has taken a firm foothold and will undoubtedly stay, |; 


Prof. Hoppay thought it would be dangerous to inter- | is being performed by veterinary surgeons in many pars 
fere with the chest movements of an animal by placing | of England, and no student has left the London Coleg 
it on such an operating table, and also that it would be | during the past four or five years without having had a 
dangerous for chloroform purposes. 


Prof. MacquEEN differed from Mr. Barrett as to the opportunity of seeing the operation and its results or 
price, which was not prohibitive when compared with the doing it himself. ’ ' bese 
price of the simple flat board with so many holes now, The opinions I bring before you to-night are . 
advertised in Messrs. Arnold’s catalogue for about £2. | upon a total of, approximately, 500 individual cases, te 

With regard to Prof. Hobday’s question, similar tables | first consecutive 100 of which have been traced right . 
four feet long had been in use since 1867 in France for | to date. The results have been excellent, particobey 

hysiological experiments under anesthetics, and a simi- | when one takes into consideration the character 0 ’ 
= table was used by Victor Horsley and other expert- | patients operated upon, as the majority of them were : : 
mental physiologists in this country. He did not think | horses whose average span of life remaining a 
there was any danger to the dog from lying in the gutter in the ordinary course of things, have been more : 
during administration of the anesthetic. two, three, or perhaps four years. Most of eresly 

On the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Professor | cab or cart horses suffering from lamenesses whic 7 
Hobday, a vote of thanks was accorded to Prof. Mac- | usually known methods of treatment had failed ‘ 
queen for his communication. Of por an 

. e indiscriminately advised, but in some 0: ss 
Supetn ev Fucsows. lamenesses it affords a way by which relief may be an 

Messrs. WILLIAM CAUDWELL(Chertsey) and WILLIAM | and the animal again made useful for certain class" 
MACDONALD (Tooley Street, S.E.) were elected Fellows | work. ae 
of the Society. Section of the median nerve has in particular 
advantage over the usual double plantar operation 1?) - 
“FIVE YEARS’ EXPERIENCE OF MEDIAN | its influence extends over a larger area, wi ilst at thes 


CTOMY.” time there is less risk of sloughing of the foot owt | 

on FH the supply which is still transmitted to the _— 
By Professor F. Hospay. plantar by the ulnar nerve. When the ulnar ort 


I do not propose in my paper to-night to describe in | ternal plantar nerves are divided at the same at a 
detail the operation of median neurectomy ; that has al- | median the risk of sloughing, as one might ean og 
ready been done in several of the journals more than | pect, is quite as great if not greater than after «§ ~ 
once during the past five years. I believe Iam correct | plantar operation. According to German hh lous 
in claiming that the first case operated upon in England | accounts about 2 per cent. is the average 10 whichs 
was done at the Free Clinique of the London College | ing takes place after division of the median @ ont sent 
on the 5th of October, 1895. Previous to that the | of the first hundred consecutive cases gelatinous noe i 
operation had been introduced into France by Pellerin in | ation has only ensued once, and _out of the eng 
1892, whilst the originator of the idea of severing this ' cases I have only met with two instances. “? 
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Igo! February 2, 1901 
sistant INN red sixteen months afterwards and the other nine 
year 18%, I months. I know that degeneration and rupture of the 
my in par (flexor tendons is apt to occur, but I haven't yet seen it. 
he seque, MN One animal, a high-stepping pony, six year old when 
value if it He operated upon on 16th November, 1895, for persistent 
ts submit NN lameness due to a large splint, is still working regularly 
sime after. Sand has not been lame on that leg since. There is no 
deterioration in its action and the splint for which it was 
repared t) [NE operated upon has certainly become much less in size, 
one which ie although that might, of course, have become absorbed in 
pars Division of the median nerve caused immediate dis- 
on College He appearance of the lameness, although blistering and the 
iog had an application of the pointed firing iron had failed. This 
| disappearance of lameness immediately after operation 
is by no means an invariable rule, as frequently there 
® is only slight improvement at the time, but as the wound 
heals the heal beccmes sound. I have records of ten 
other cases that were still working more than three years 
afterwards, and can find at least another dozen which 
have been in regular work for more than two years. 
Even if, as in some of the remainder of the hundred 
traced up to date, the animal can only be made fit for 
one years more work the operation is worth doing. 
With regard to the dangers in connection with the 
© operation itself [am sure that toa careful operator they 
arevery slight. If strict attention is paid to cleanliness 
© and antiseptic precautions such as shaving off the hair, 
thoroughly scrubbing the skin with ether or soft soap, the 
wound asarule requires no further attention beyond the 
» removal of the sutures in about ten days. 
» The most troublesome incident likely to occur at the 
time isthe puncture of the large artery or vein (the 
latter being the most commonly done) which accom- 
© panies the nerve; it is troublesome, not because any 
very serious results are likely to ensue, but because the 
® operator is apt to get flurried and the seat of operation 
is covered with blood. The application of a tourniquet 
§ either above or below, as the case may be, will materially 
® assist in remedying this. 1 have seen the vein pricked 
} many times and even seen it cut across ; it has on one 
Its or of § or two occasions required constant application of the 
suits ® ‘tourniquet for some hours, but I have never seen any 
based Permanent harm ensue. 
‘‘milarly with the artery. I have seen this vessel 
aoe ® cut across in mistake for the nerve on four separate 
d rig lat ® oecasions, but, although the legs in each case were much 
ogee ® swollen fora week or two, and the toe was dragged for 
ster ve a g awhile, inno instance did anything more serious occur 
ut asasequel. Slight variations in the position or branch- 
Oe tan ee of the median nerve are occasionally met with ; we 
sa oe have met with several, and Professor Bradley illustrated 
ONich th q and described an instance of this kind in 7'he Veterinary 
Journal about two years ago. 
ion With regard to the use of an anwsthetic, although the 
“standing 7 operation can be done without, either chloroform or 
sive ® some local anesthetic ought always to be used. On 
j jasses "umane grounds it needs no argument, and for the 
¢ a a it certainly makes matters much more con- 
nae q ‘ It hes been claimed by M. Pellerin that the presence 
thes after median neurectomy is a rarity, but 
‘owing? HIME the | — been my experience. I am led to be on 
exter! ie proport out for them in almost, if not quite, as large a 
wT. 6 lon of cases as those in which they occur after the 
al neuromas they are often exceedingly painful 
he double give rise to acute, lameness, whilst their removal 
Fre? ety render the patient sound again at once. 
points there are two other very important 
ne. Ut TRE view—on ® thought of from the practitioners’ point of 
degen HIME other is te Is the selection of suitable subjects and the 
hole” IM operated method by which an animal which has been 
ne occ in pon can be detected. The latter is of course 


of : i 
the utmost importance when considering the question 
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of soundness. After some time has elapsed there is 
sometimes the greatest difficulty in deciding if the 
operation has been done neatly. Only a month agoa 
cab owner showed me a horse which had had the 
median cut in each fore leg about three years ago and 
nothing whatever could be detected except by the most 
minute search. The scar should always “ looked for, 
and if suspected search must be made with the end of 
the finger for the hole in the faschia. This is usually 
made out without much difficulty ; it may feel like a 
well defined hole or this may be filled up by soft muscle 
which yields on pressure, or hard fibrous or neuroma- 
tous tissue which gives pain when pressed. It cannot, 
however, always be felt. 

Now with regard to the selection of suitable subjects, 
my five years experience leads to a confirmation of the 
opinion expressed in TJhe Journal of Comparative 
Pathology and Therapeutics (Sept., 1896 and 1897, and 
Dec., 1898) and The Veterinary Record (Dec., 1896)— 
“For old standing lameness, when due to splints, exos- 
toses on the inside of the leg, chronically sprained, 
thickened and painful perfurans or pertoratus tendons, 
or cases of that kind which cause pain by pressing on 
the adjacent nerve structures, after all other known 
methods of treatment have failed, median neurectomy is 
the operation which will be most likely to give the ani- 
mal a new lease of life and usefulness.” 

“ For diseases below the fetlock joint, such as navicu- 
lar, ringbone, sidebone, etc., there appears to be no 
advantage whatever over ordinary internal plantar neurec 
tumy, and we have the disadvantage of having unneces- 
sarily deprived a large part of the limb of its nerve 
supply.” 

In the treatment, however, of that form of exostosis 
which is so commonly met with on the inside of the leg 
in cab horses, division of the median nerve has given 
better results than division merely of the internal plantar. 
I have thought that probably this has been due to un- 
detected complications in the region of the cannon bone. 
When mechanical interference has not given rise to a 
stiff joint median neurectomy has given excellent results 
when the actual cautery has utterly failed. 


DiscussIon 


Col. Nunn, after congratulating Professor Hobday 2n 
his very excellent paper, said that his personal experi- 
ence of the operation was exceedingly limited, extend- 
ing over four or five cases, all in India. The animals per- 
formed on were small horses, the largest not being over 
14°2. and 14°3 hands high, and in his limited experience 
the uperation was successful. In 7'he Recueil de Méde- 
cine Vétérinaire tor the 1st of December a very excellent 
article was published on the subject by M. Jacolet, Staff 
Veterinary Surgeon of the Cavalry School of the French 
Army at Samur. The article gave statistics of 27 cases. 
He translated the article and sent it to 7he Veterinary 
Journal. M. Jacolet spoke in the highest praise of the 
operation and said he had completely abandoned the 
low one for it. He pointed out that the horses operated 
on were kept in the cavalry depot at Samur as long as 
they possibly could be, as they were trained horses used 
for training the cavalry recruits ot the French Army. 
The horses were kept under observation, and M. Jacolet 
mentioned a considerable number that had worked for 
four years and more after the operation. One of the 
points M. Jacolet mentioned was that there was no 
liability to neuroma, and he also insisted very forcibly 
that a rest for a very prolonged period should be given 
to the horses after the operation. He also mentioned 
that the action of the horse was not interfered with, and, 
to sum up, spoke in terms of the very highest praise of 
the operation. 

Mr. Porcu asked if any benefit would be derived by 
performing the operation on the external plantar at the 
same time. The reason he asked was that he had seen 
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a horse which had been bought by a cabman on which 
the operation of median neurectomy had been performed, 
and also the external plantar had been divided. He was 
infurmed that the horse was bought for a nominal sum as 
it was incurably lame in both legs. It was now going 
practically sound. 

Professor Wooprurr said that as he had 3een a 
great many operations at the college he was able to 
corroborate what Professor Hobday had said. With 
regard to the sequelz, he did not think he had seen a 
single case of sloughing of the foot from gelatinous 
degeneration after median neurectomy. He was quite 
of opinion that to perform the operation chloroform was 
necessary. Even with an injection of cocaine the ani- 
mal was likely to give a good deal of trouble from mus- 
cular twitching when the nerve was cut, and even while 
the part was being bared. He had had several cases of 
neuroma following operation on the knee. After the 
neuroma was incised the animal was perfectly sound 
again. With regard to signs of an old operation, the 
only way in which one could tell if an animal had been 
unnerved, apart from the marks of the suture, was to 
feel forthe hole in the fascia. He thought chronic 
strained tendons and knee splints formed the best cases 
for operating on. He had not founditat all necessary to 
give a horse a long rest after the operation before it was 
put to work; probably 10 days to a fortnight was sufficient 
to allow the wound to heal perfectly, after which the 
horse went to work as a rule quite sound. Although 
median neurectomy could only be called palliative treat- 
ment he was quite sure that for a horse which had been 
treated in almost every other way it was likely to 
cure many horses which would otherwise remain in- 
curably lame. 

Mr. Upton thought the profession should condemn 
the operation. It led toa great deal of horse doping if 
it was neatly done, and was performed almost solely for 
the purpose of taking another man in. He thought the 
operation gave veterinary surgeons a very bad name 
with the public. 

Col. DuRRANT asked the author whether supposing a 
hole could not be found in the fascia and there was no 
scar, were there any possible means of detecting whether 
the operation had been performed or not. 

Mr. PERRYMAN agreed that the operation was a very 
successful one. He would like to know if the author 
had seen any other cases than the two he mentioned 
which had undergone gelatinous degeneration. He had 
seen several cases not only of median but of the plantar 
operation where the animal had shown a great tendency 
to gnaw the top of the foot ; in one case the animal was 

terally biting pieces out of it. He would like to know 
where Professor Hobday would apply treatment for stop- 

ing the irritation ; clearly it could not be done in the 
oot, because there was no sensation, and it could not 
be done in the region of the median nerve. The result 
of the irritation was fatal ; in a few days great slough- 
ing took place. He saw the first case on which Prof. 
Hobday operated most successfully. He advised that 
the pon pe seer be killed, but Prof. Hobday operated 
on it and it worked two or three years under his own 
notice. Both the external plantar nerve and the median 
nerve had been taken away in the case of the horse that 
was biting. 

_Mr Barrett confessed that his experience was more 
limited even than that of Colonel Nunn, for he had 
neither seen the operation performed nor had he per- 
formed it. Anything emanating from Prof. Hobday 
possessed the — of originality, but the paper that 
evening was of the more humdrum type. 
agreed that for the operation of neurectomy an anvs- 
thetic should be used, the operation thereby] being more 
easily performed. He heard Professor Hobday say that 
in some casec a nerve or the vein had been cut. He 
wished to know whether there was as much risk in 


severing those vessels in median neurectomy as ther 
was in the plantar operation. The author and othe 
speakers had referred to diseased tendons and had ¢. 
pressed the opinion that neurectomy was especially bere. 
ficial for disease of the flexor tendons. He should hayp 
thought the effect of median neurectomy would hay 
been to cause an additional] inflammation of the tendo 
to be set up. Theanimal not suffering any pain woul 
necessarily work the diseased structures more freely and 
on that account increased inflammation would be set wp 
the fibres would be drawn out and the tendons locke 
together. He would also have expected to find that jy 
a few months the horse would be unable to work 
account of lameness unas¢ociated with pain. Referring 
to the bony deposits near the knee, he would have thought 
that the increased action which the animal would subject 
the limb to after the operation would, instead of causing 
an absorption of the bone deposit, cause an_ increase 
deposition. In that case again the knee joints woul 
have become involved and the animal rendered lame, 
He would also like to know if the operation for median 
neurectomy was more or less difficult than the ordinary 
plantar operation, which was certainly very easy. Pr 


tesscr Hobday had said that in the majority of cases on J 


could discover upon examination whether the horse had 
been operated on or not by reason of a fissure being lef 
in the fascia which had been divided during the course 
the operation. One speaker had said that if the tw 
edges of the fascia were united by sutures, after the 
operation was performed it could not be detected. Again 
he pleaded his ignorance, and inquired whether ther 
was not some want of sensation in the superficial struc 
tures of the leg below the nerve. Was the skin a 
sensitive as before, and was there not some kind of sens: 
tion if a pin were applied to the parts in the vicinity ¢ 
the median nerve. It raised a question of great import 
ance, because it would probably be held that if a veter: 
nary surgeon passed a Gane as sound on which the 
operation of median neurectomy had been performed 
that he was guilty of negligence and might rightly 
held liable for what he had done. He thought Professor 
Hobday should inform the members if he could, under 
all circumstances, certify whether the operation ( 
median neurectomy had been performed. That, in bis 
opinion, was perhaps the most important questi 
brought before the meeting. He would also like to kno" 
if there was any difficulty in the majority of cases ll 
keeping the wound aseptic. He should have expectel 
having regard to the loose nature of the tissues and the 
opportunities whizh presented themselves for the burro 
ing of pus, that a bad condition might ensue. lt 
gathered that the operation was essential only in 4 ! 
diseased conditions, and that if there was a diseasel 
ringbone or sidebone or any deposit below the seit * 
the plantar operation, a practitioner would not be jus 
fied in performing the operation. The removal of sé 
tion from a greater portion of the limb was attentt! 
with increased risks, and therefore, excepting the disease 
condition was beyond the ordinary condition of 
plantar operation, he took it that any practitioner 
performed the median operation would be guilty of mi 
practice and liable for his act. He was sorry ey" 
statistics had not been given ; it was all very We . 
say that the operation was a success, yet one knew 
fectly well that in practice the plantar operation was" 
only unsuccessful bat attended with very harmful “ 
sults which, instead of rendering the animal welt 
work, caused death. It was to be regretted that™ 


He quite | 


operation had originated in France. Were i 
scientists in this country who were capable of fort! 


ting some new operations which would be of benebt. 
the animal creation. 
veterinary surgeonsdid not possess the orginality 
Continental men had. 

(To be continued). 
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im ago but witness could not say where he went to. 


February 2, 1901 THE 


MAN’S DEATH FROM GLANDERS. 
UnKNown Source or INFECTION. 


» At the Fulham Coroner’s Court on Tuesday after- 
noon, Mr. C. Luxmoore Drew held a long inquiry with 


S reference to the death of William Webb Dearsley, 38 


years, a_horsekeeper, lately living at Rowton Lodging 
House, Hammersmith Road, who died in the Fulham 
Infirmary. 

The Coroner told the jury the case was one in which 
the man was supposed to have died from glanders. He 
had been working at various places asa horsekeeper, and 
glanders was a disease which of late had occupied a 
good deal of attention from the London County Council 
who were trying to stamp it out, and investigating all 
cases as far as possible. They had sent Mr. Ridler, one 
© of their veterinary inspectors, to the Court to give them 
any assistance they might require. 

Emily C. Dearsley, the widow, at present an inmate of 
© the Clapham and Wandsworth Infirmary, identitied the 
S body and said they formerly lived at 6 Austin Road, 
Battersea Park, unti! he deserted her some 15 months 
since. She had no idea where he had been living lately. 
He was not always a sober man, and the last place she 
» knew him to be working at was Ballard’s, the under- 


® takers in Brompton Road, as acoachman He was quite 


well at that time. 

Joseph Wylie, a porter at Rowton House, Hammer- 
© smith Road, said he had known the deceased for 8 
® months as “ Webb” as a lodger there on and off. Wit- 
ness did not know what his work was other than that he 
He left about three — 

e 


Was connected with horses. 


§ always appeared healthy. 

Henry Smith, an undertaker, of 309 Battersea Park 

® load, said the deceased was in his employ for about 10 

years prior to January, 1899, as a horsekeeper, and he 

was perfectly healthy as far as he knew. He left on 

account of bad conduct. 

j By the Coroner; Witness did not know he had glan- 

& ers, and there had never been a case of glanders or farcy 

® in his stable. 

® Henry Matthew Osborn, of 60 Russell Street, Batter- 

carman and furniture remover said he was brother- 
‘ in-law to deceased. The latter had never worked for 
® tim and when he last saw him six months ago he was 

good health. 

Did he not work for you ?—No, sir. 

® Did you not give him a character for a job in Acre 

Lane, Brixton '—-No, sir. 

you ever had glanders in your stable No, sir. 
q bathe Dearsley, brother of deceased, living at 42 
4 latham Street, Battersea, a cabdriver. Deceased had 
p had good health al his life. 
you ever hada i i i 
B your stable? No nything like glanders or farcy in 
q iw you know if he ever worked anywhere where they 
of the sort ?—No, sir; [ know several places 
sig e had worked, but know of no case of glanders or 


q eee has he been working ?—At Preece «& Sons, in 
a When Road ; at Roythorne’s at Earl’s Court. 
q en did you last see him ?—On Wednesday. 
he conscious ?—No, sir. 

pe what was the matter with him ?—The 
BD vere could not make out what the lumps on his chest 
Did he tel] 
wore d for 1No, the last persons he 
Bday !—I believe he finished upon the Satur- 
into the infirmary on the Monday. 
: else had he worked ?—He had a day or two at 
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the Road Car stables at Hammersmith before going to 
Messrs. Preece. 

Charles Roythorne, a cab proprietor, of 36 Redcliffe 
Street, Earl’s Court, said he had known the deceased for 
four or five years. 

Has he worked for you regularly !—He has worked 
for me on two occasions when I have employed him to 
giveother mena rest. That was only for a fortnight or 
three weeks. 

When was the last time /—In September last. 

How long for ?—A month. 

Had you anything like glanders or farcy then ?—No, 
sir, I have never had a case. 

Witness added that deceased on the first occasion 
suddenly left, and eight or ten weeks ago he asked for 
another job, and he had three weeks cleaning the lamps 
at night, and he left without saying where he was 
going. 

Robert Wightman, yard foreman at Messrs. Preece 
& Sons, 250 Fulham Road, said he was first engaged 
there on the 28th October last. 

During that time have you had a case of glanders ? — 
No, sir—never. 

When did deceased come ?—Ten days later. 
there a little over a n.onth. 

Was he in good health /—No, sir. 

What was the matter with him ?—He did not know, 
but complained of pain at back of his head. He left 
when advised to go to the hospital. 

What was his work ?/— Harness cleaning. 

And assist with the horses?—No, sir. There was no 
occasion for that. 

How did he come to you ?—He was recommended by 
one of the coachmen. 

Where had he worked before ?—I don’t know. 

Has there been any case of glanders in your stables 
since ?—No, sir. 

P.C. Goodman, court officer, said Mr. Preece was 
present. 

Mr. Preece said he had nothing to add. He produced 
a list of wages shewing how long the deceased was there. 

Nurse Mabel Barge, of Fulham Infirmary, said she 
was present at death at 4.30 p.m. on 23rd. Deceased 
never told her where he had been working. 

The Coroner: Is there any evidence from the Road 
Car stables ? 

P.C. Goodman: No, sir; to-day is the first time I 
knew he had worked there. He is supposed to have 
worked at Acre Lane, but my enquiries there cannot sup- 
port it 

The porter at Rowton House was recalled, and said he 
did not know if deceased had worked at the Road Car 
stables, but he was not at work much while in the 
lodgings at all. 

When was he absent from your house /—He was away 
in September. 

We want to fill up the time from September to Novem- 
ber 2nd ?—He used to go to the races, I have seen him 
there myself. 

What was he doing ?—-He was amongst the crowd. 

Attending to horses ?—He may have been. 

Dr. Christopher T. Parsons, the Medical Superinten- 
dent at Fulham Infirmary, said the deceased was admit- 
ted on December 10th on a doctor’s order. 

For what reason ?—He complained of muscular pain. 

Yes ?—And after admission we noticed small subcu- 
taneous lumps first on his chest and subsequently in 

various parts of his body. After Christmas he got 
rapidly worse. The lumps on the chest enlarged but did 
not break down. 
_ The diagnosis was not clear until after death ?—No, 
sir. 
During the time he was with you did he say anything 


He was 


about horses !—I questioned him and although he said 
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he had always to do with horses he had had nothing to do 
with sick horses for some time. 

How long ?—-Two years. 

Did he say where he had worked ?—Yes, but-I don’t 
remember where he said. 

Tell us how long the onset would be in a case of glan- 
ders or farcy from the time of infection to the time it 
first affected the man’s constitution ?—In a case like this 
it might be some months. It was a chronic case—not 
acute in any way. 

Was it chronic at first ?—Yes. 

He came in on December 10. Was it consistent with 
infection six months before ?—It might possibly be. 

Had he any nasal symptoms /—None. 

Might it have been going on for years ?—I should not 
like to say that. 

Twelve months !—Yes probably—Certainly more than 
six months. 

You have made a post-mortem ?— Yes. 

Was the body well nourished ?—Fairly well nourished. 

Any mark of injury ?— None. 

What of the lumps ?—They were on the skin. 

The lungs ?—The lungs were studded with nodules. 

Farcy buds /—Yes. 

The heart ?—Normal., 

Any signs of farcy or glanders in any other parts of the 
body ?—Nowhere else, but the glands of the axillze were 
enlarged. 

Any inflammation of the lungs ?—No. 

It was not tubercle?—No, it was characteristic of 
glanders. 

The stomach ?/—Normal. 

The mesenteric glands enlarged ?/—Somewhat. 

Intestines and kidneys ?—Normal. 

Liver ?-—Normal. 

Alcoholic ?—-No, sir. 

Were the glands of the chest enlarged ?—I did not 
notice it. 

The brain ?—Normal. 

As far as we can gather the first syyaptoms were pain 
in the back of the neck which began whilst working at 
Messrs. Preece’s, and headache ?—There was nothing 
abnormal. 

How would infection take place in a case of farcy or 
glanders ’—-From sneezing of a horse passing on to the 
mucous membrane. 

Without any breaking of the membrane ?—Yes. 

It might come from a break in the skin ?—Yes. 

So that he might have taken it from harness used for 
glandered horses ?—Yes. 

What was the cause of death ?—-Exhaustion consequent 
on chronic glanders. 

Did you say the time from infection to the time of 
death or until the first symptoms were shown would be 
six months or more in this case?—-He may have com- 
plained of the symptoms before. I should say there 
would not be six months between the infection and the 
actual symptoms, although sometimes the disease might 
be latent for some months. 

There would be a considerable interval between the 
two 7—Yes. 

Mr. Ridler, in reply to the Coroner, said the Hammer- 
smith Road-Car = Fo were under his inspection, but 
there had been no case of glanders there for two years. 

Have you any cas¢s at all in this district /—-Yes, I have 
an outbreak in this district. 

Mr. Ridler added that he had that morning examined 
all Mr. Preece’s horses—78—and they were ail free from 
glanders. 

You have no reports from the other places ?— No. 

The Coroner : It is only very vague evidence with re- 
gard to the employment at the Road-Car stables. 

The Coroner said there was undoubtedly a missing 
link from the time about September until he went to 
Messrs. Preece’s. They could not trace where he had 


been. One witness said he had been on racecourses ap 
there he would be mixed up with a great many hors 
they would not know how many or where they cay 
from—-and that would be the place one might expect ty 
find the infection rather than in the well regulated stable 
of London. 

The Coroner then proceeded to review the evideny 
and said if he thought there was the slightest chance of 
tracing the horse or horses he would adjourn the inquiry, 
but it appeared to be of no use. If the jury were satis. 
fied it was a case of glanders they could return a verdie 
to that effect, and the London County Council couli 
still pursue their investigations and take what steps they 
thought fit. 

The jury considered the man had died from chronic 
glanders through inoculation, and returned a verdict of 
Accidental] Death.” 


INSTRUMENTS, ETC. 


A PORTABLE FIRE. 


Mr. Wallis Hoare’s eulogium of the thermo. 
cautery which appeared in The Veterinary Record 1 
little while since is interesting, and I am led to won. 
der whether he has but recently taken it up, or 
whether, on the other hand, he is much more handy 
is using delicate instruments than myself and thos 
I have seen employing the tender pointed aluminiun, 
with the entanglement of tubing, which in my cave 
and theirs often led tointerruption ? As a “scienti- 
fic” method of operation it certainly claims our a- 
miration, but how often we have to perform unde 
the roughest and most disadvantageous circumstances, 
when a plain old fashioned iron and a good fire would 
be very much more suited to the work. It is some: 
thing like ten years since I gave up using an expel- 
sive thermo-cautery, as I never felt safe in making 
distant journey where it would be required unless s 
—_—e_~ firing iron or two was packed with wy 

it. 

The need of a fire, without hindrance, has so often 
been impressed upon me while waiting for one to be 
gradually built up of green wood or wet faggots, tha! 
I have contrived a folding basket 1} inches thicé, 


and occupying about as much space in one’s Big * 
The Field newspaper when once folded. With _ 
send you sketches both open and closed. The rove 
model from which these drawings are made, wig 
five pounds only, and can be carried in 4 bicycle 
satchel with an iron or two. The under draught § 
contrived so as to obtain great heat in a short time, 
or by sinking it an inch or two in the ground — 
ving the fire fora long time. The bottom simply™ 
into the slots and the fourth angle is confin he 
skewer. It can be set up in ten seconds and take 
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© subsequent oxidation. The latter is of some impor- 
S tance, as a sixteenth of an inch is quite thick enough 
| to afford a lot of wear if not wetted, and the keeping 
Fdown of weight is desirable, particularly if one is 
S cycling. I have been able to carry Huish’s light 
) hobbles and this fire container and irons on my bike 
without any inconvenience. 


WES 


The registration of the principle. at the Patent 
§ Office was advised by a practical plumber who pointed 
» out the many needs there are for fire in outdoor work 
§ and the inconvenience of the so-called ‘‘ devils ” with 
= three awkward legs, which are commonly seen in use 
® 00 roads, railways, etc. I bave therefore registered 
§ the simple invention and hope they will be made in 
Various sizes to suit veterinary surgeons, camping 
B Parties and others, at a cost infinitely less than they 
5 could be turned out by the village blacksmith. The 
B three made for me cost £2 16s., but I anticipate a 
— will be found to turn them out at about 
5s. each. 


As ] havnt any to sell, and don’t intend to be 
ered with any work outside my own profession, 

fee to be above suspicion of seeking advertise- 
Band; oe case, though a believer in its advantages, 
lo y (as I think) entertaining a contempt for the 
blacksmiths on the Registration Committee. 


Harotp Leeney, M.R.C.V.S. 
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B io pieces by raising the skewer, cooling in a few 
S minutes without need of quenching in water, and 


The Communieability of Glanders. 


The Right Hon. R. W. Hanbury, M.P., President of 
the Board of Agriculture, has appointed a committee for 
the purpose of conducting experimental investigations 
with regard to the communicability of glanders under 
certain conditions, and as to the arresting and curative 

owers, if any, of mallein when repeatedly administered. 
he committee will consist of : 

Mr. A. C. Cope, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Officer 
of the Board of Agriculture, chairman ; 

Prof. J. M’Fadyean, M.B., C.M., B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 


Principal of the Royal Veterinary College, Camden 


own ; 
Mr. William Hunting, F.R.C.V.S., one of the Veteri- 
nary Inspectors of the London County Council ; and 
Mr. J. M‘Intosh M‘Call, M.B., C.M., M.R.C.V.S., 
Assistant Veterinary Officer of the Board of Agriculture. 
Mr, A. H. Berry, M.R.C.V.S., of the Board of Agri- 
culture, will act as the secretary to the committee.—7'he 
Morning Post. 


The Sanitary Institute Lectures. 


The thirty-first course of lectures, with demonstra- 
tions, for sanitary officers will be delivered during Feb- 
ruary, March, and April next at the Parkes Museum, 
Regent Street, W. In the syllabus it is announced that 
Dr. E. J. Steegmann will deal with Mechanical Physics 
on Feb. Ist, 4th, and 6th, while Dr. J. Priestley will dis- 
course on Sanitary Law on Feb. 8th, 12th, 14th and 15th. 
Dr. H. R. Kenwood will take for his subjects “ Infectious 
Diseases,” “ Methods of Disinfection,” “ Water Pollution 
and Purification,” and “ Elementary Statistics” on Feb. 
25th and 27th and March Ist and 4th respectively. The 
Signs in Health and Disease in Animals Destined for 
Food will be considered by Mr. W. Hunting, F.R.C.V.S., 
cn March 29th. Dr. E. Petronell Manby will lecture on 
the Appearance and Character of Fresh Animal and 
Vegetable Foods, dealing at the same time with methods 
of preservation, cn April 15th. Among the inspections 
and demonstrations in connection with this course Mr. 
A. E. Harris will conduct a party over the disinfecting 
station at Islington on March 2nd, and Mr. James King, 
M.R.C.V.S , will give a demonstration at the Metropolitan 
Cattle Market on April 15th. 


Laneashire V.M.A. 


The annual dinner has been indefinitely postponed on 
account of the death of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 
H, Locker, Hon. Sec. 


ARMY VETERINARY EEPARTMENT. 


Capt. E. W. Larnder and C.V.S. C. Dyson, were dis- 
charged to duty for week ended January 20. 
Vet.-Lieut. G. T. Stevenson left S. Africa for England 


OBITUARY. 


Tuomas Reprorp, M.R.C.V.S., Winchester. 
Graduated, Lond.: April, 1859. 


Mr. Redford died suddenly on_ the 11th inst., at his 
residence, “Theale,” City Road, Winchester in his 73rd 
year. 

ARTHUR Fiercuer, M.R.C.V.S., Ayr. 
Edin. : Dec., 1893. 


The deceased was thrown from his horse some five 
months ago and sustained injuries to his head and spine 
which ultimately caused his death. He was only 28 


years of age. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


VETERINARY ASSISTANTS. 
Sir, 

Ignorance and arrogance are not the leading charac- 
teristice of veterinary surgeons, on the contrary their 
manners compare favourably with men of other callings. 
But after reading “ Veteran’s ” letter in your last issue I 
began to wonder “ where we are.” “ Veteran,” I presume 
correctly belongs to a class who has done little to advance 
the profession. True, they may have been successful in 
acquiring a practice, but further than that they have not 
gone. “ Veteran’s” estimation of assistants is on a par 
with the assistants of him. How can an assistant of 
decent education and manners be expected to pull with 
«a man whose ideas aired constantly, especially at meal 
times or before clients, are so antiquated as to cause the 
poor assistant to turn his face away. 

Again, when the assistant refuses to accompany the 
worthy principal and a coachman to the principal’s 
chosen pub for the twentieth time in the day, and listen 
to the stale jokes of Principal and coachman, he is 
deemed a ead, and of no practical value. 

The conclusion forced on me is this—that when some 
veterinary surgeons have gone along for a few years and 
acquired a practice and have not associated with mem- 
bers of the profession, they suffer from “swelled head,” 
which increases with years and opulence. They won’t 
countenance the right of any, especially a recently quali- 
fied man, knowing anything poate his profession, and 
don’t hesitate to say so when the opportunity arises, Let 
us view any of these heaven-born genuises at any 
of our meetings, and they sit as quiet as lambs with a 
perpetual beam or bored expression on their faces, not a 
word of their huge experience, acquired ever before they 
saw a college, is uttered, but all carefully reserved for 
the domestic table, 

In conclusion, [ would remind “ Veteran ” that “ kids ” 
become men, and ask him to remember how much he 
has forgotten as well as acquired since he was a “ King 
Street Harrier.”—Yours truly, 

J. H. S. 


Sir, 

The letter headed “ Veterinary Assistants” in your 
last issue ought to have been headed “ Assistants.” It 
discusses the claims of men who are assistants to veteri- 
nary surgeons and not veterinary assistants. 

The special plea for unqualified men advanced by 
“ Veteran” is an example of how not to do it. When 
“ Veteran” employs an unqualified assistant as a trust- 
worthy second man (of course it goes without saying 
that most ualified men are untrustworthy) who shall 
not be conspicuously superior to himself in the eyes of 
his clients, he surely puts a low estimate on his own 
abilities. There is a chance of “ Veteran’s” clients 
thinking that he is so conspicuously superior to his un- 
qualified assistant that it is useless for them to pay the 
same price for the unqualified assistant’s services as they 
do for those of ‘ Veteran.” There is even a chance that 
“ Veteran’s” clients may think it ridiculous accepting 
the services of a man who knows as much about a 
horse’s ailments as they (the clients) do themselves. 

Unqualified men are such good business assistants 
and so conspicuously superior in business ability to the 
qualified men that the latter will really soon begin to 
think that business ability always exists in inverse ratio 
to professional skill. 

o write about unqualified assistants being better 
professionally than they were 20 years ago is to use 
words with no meaning in them. An unqualified man 
has no title whatever to any adjective or adverb describ- 


jealous of the unqualified man. He simply says that tlp 
unqualified man ought to have no locus standi in thy 
profession. His employment is an injustiy 
to the public and an unprofessional act on the part of bis 
employer. 

To argue that it is anything but exceptional for, 
qualified man to earn £150 his first year by investing 
£10 note is a lot of utter rot. We may think we cay 
£1500, but if we only get patd £10 it ain’t much nse, 

The letter of “ Veteran” shows lack of acquaintang 
with present day circumstances, and a condition of mind 
and knowledge that may be best described as woefully 
behind the times. 

I have yet to learn that scientific knowledge is les 
needed in practices with large contracts than in thow 
without.— Yours truly, 

G. Maya. 


FARRIER RECOVERS VETERINARY FEES. 
Sir, 

Thinking that perhaps the following case, which oc 
curred at the last local County Court a week or so ago, 
may interest members of the profession, and also tend t 
show the manner in which some County Court judge 
administer the Veterinary Surgeons Act. [I beg to tor 
ward the same to you for insertion in Zhe Record should 
you think it worth inserting. 

Aman named Gooch, who isa farrier in the town and 
possesses no qualification whatever as a veterinary sur- 
geon, sued a small local farmer to recover fees (amount 
ing I think to 15s.) for veterinary work done, including 
the doctoring of a bull anda grey mare, and for medicine 
supplied. The farmer’s plea for non-payment of the 
account was that Gooch undertook the treatment of the 
cases on the principle of no cure no pay, and as the bull 
died he was not entitled to recover the sum sued for 
His Honour, however, took a different view of the case, 
what view | do not know, but gave judgment for the 
plaintiff (Gooch) for the amount claimed. 

Such cases, I think, ought to be taken up by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and appealed 
avainst, as they are very misleading to the public, a good 
many of whom are not aware of the fact that such met 
as Gooch are not legally able to recover fees in any cout 
of law ; and it also tends to act as an incentive to others 
to bring forward similar cases at their pleasure.— Yours 
truly, 

Harry P. STANDLEY. 
Wymondham. 


OPERATING STOCKS. 
Sir, 


Mr. Clarke in his description of Mr. Leach’s or 
states he fixes, when necessary, the hind leg to one np 
posts. I had the pleasure of watching the Alfor se 
dents operating on in stocks and their 
curing a hind or fore leg to a transverse bar, which fe 
be regulated to the required height, was convenienc:™ “ 
simplicity combined. A couple of students were : 
deal with the most troublesome horse, and I os be 
they show an expertness in the matter white _ Der 
very favourably with that seen in our own col m7 t at 90 
haps this is acquired by being called upon to -_ oi 
many operations, which are the leading pono -ibly— 
admirable school. Another matter struck me “ prac 
that less attention is given to lectures and more 


tical demonstrations, with better results.—) BG. 
— .—Messt® 
Communications, Booxs, AND PAPERS RECEIVED: 


ement Baste! 


Jno. Balden, E. Lionel Stroud, R. Usher, Cle The 
G. Mayall, F. Hobday, H.P. Stanley, H.G. Allen 


ing him as professional. 


J. H.5. 


Doctor Sahib, W. B.G. 


I don’t think the professional qualified assistant j 
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